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INTRODUCTION

The concept of introducing the Vetiver system to local communities was initiated by the Department
of Agriculture, Limpopo Province and Hydromulch (Pty) Ltd acting under the auspices of the Vetiver
Network International (TVNI) & The International Erosion Control Association — (IECA) Region 2, for
the training of rural communities in various soil conservation measures.

Vetiver grass (Chrysopogon zizanioides), is a major component of many vegetation-based
bioengineering and conservation programmes worldwide. The Vetiver system is affordable and
effective in erosion control and water conservation, soil stabilization, pollution control, waste water
treatment, storm damage mitigation and prevention, and many other applications.

Originating in the south of India and today widely cultivated in the tropical and sub-tropical regions
of the world was introduced into developing countries by the World Bank and is now used in over 70
countries.

South African History

In South Africa it was used by

the pioneers (Voortrekkers) to
scent the kists and was grown
in Ventersdorp, as far back as

1892.

Vetiver is also very suitable for use in the tropics, subtropics and other biomes. The plant is sterile
(does not produce fertile seeds) and is propagated by small offsets/slips, is non-invasive and easily
controlled. However, fertile genotypes (Chrysopogon nigritana) indigenous to Africa can become
invasive. It is found in Ngamiland, Botswana, the Grootfontein district of Namibia, Central and West
Africa and is not recommended for use outside its domain in the above-mentioned applications.

There are many wonderful applications which could be of tremendous benefit to rural communities
not only as a source of income, but also as a source of material for handicrafts. Its ability to clean
water, react against insect pests and nematodes, ability to recharge ground water, erosion and
sediment control are to be noted.

CHARACTERISTICS AND ADAVNTAGES

*  Itis an ecological climax species that outlasts its neighbours and can survive for decades
without any aggressiveness or tendency to colonise new areas.

* Itis vigorous with a high biomass production potential in terms of roots and above-ground
material.
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